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THE 14TH AND CHESTNUT COMMUNITY CENTER'S MISSION IS TO BE A PARTNER WITH AND PROVIDE 
MINISTRY TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND THE CENTER IN ORDER TO ASSIST WITH A VARIETY OF 

SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL, AND EDUCATIONAL NEEDS. 
Visit our Website: 14thandchestnut.weebly.com  

Find us on Facebook: 14th and Chestnut Community Center 

Inside this Issue: 

News Around the Corner 
DECEMBER 2025 

Verse of the Month: Matthew 2:10 
When they saw the star, they were 

filled with joy! 

SAVE THE DATE 
Gifts From the Heart 

Baquet 

APRIL 14, 2026 

THANK YOU, Barrel Locations! 
 

South Kroger~ Saratoga~ Terminal~ YMCA~ 
Terre Haute Church of God~ All 4 Starbucks 
Locations~ Sycamore Country Club~ Rick’s 

Smokehouse~ 5/3 Bank on Poplar 
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The staff and students at 14 & Chestnut cannot allow this season to go by without 
wishing all of our supporters a Bright and Merry Christmas, and a peaceful and 
joyous New Year! This year has been full of BLESSINGS despite every obstacle faced. 
There is always a never ending list of thanks but we send a huge thank you to all of 
our recent volunteers and supporters who made this season shine bright. From   
stepping in wherever needed for our holiday family dinners to helping make sure 
presents are wrapped and ready for each of our students to have Christmas gifts. 
Your continued support means the world to us! We are so grateful for every single 
person who: 

• Helped carve turkeys & hams the day before our dinners 

• Cooked and prepared food 

• Served dinner & helped the dinner run smoothly 

• Donated items and money towards supplies 

• Sponsored the cost of a turkey 

• Packed holiday baskets 

• Wrapped presents 

And even those who came ready to help but chose to head home because we were  
already overflowing with volunteers! We love and appreciate you all! Check out the 
next couple pages for a snapshot of our Thanksgiving and Christmas family dinner! 
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THANKSGIVING PROGRAM 

 Our Thanksgiving Program was such a wonderful success! With 247 people in at-
tendance, the room was filled with joy, gratitude, and proud families. The kids were so 
excited to share everything they’ve been working on, from their memory verse to their 
special song,  and they truly shined! 

 For months, our kids have been practicing Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT) and even cre-
ated their own motions to help bring the verse to life: 

“But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no 
law against these things.” 

They also performed the song “Thankful” by Verses, complete with motions they also 
created themselves! Watching them share their hard work with their families made the 
night extra meaningful. 

We were truly blessed by the amount of help and support we received. Thank you for 
loving our kids, our families, and our community so well. 
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
 Our Christmas Dinner & Program was such a beautiful success! The turnaround 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas was short but the kids worked incredibly hard, and 
it truly showed. They shared Matthew 2:10:  

“When they saw the star, they were filled with joy.”  
 As they spoke those words, you could see that same joy shining on their faces! 
Then they sang “Feels Like Joy” by Micah Tyler, filling the room with smiles, praise, 
and celebration. 

 We were also so proud of our 6th grade and older students, who stepped up and 
chose to be part of a skit. They committed to practicing, worked together, and gave it 
their all. Their effort, confidence, and heart truly shined on stage as they set the 
tone for the reason for the season in a goofy and relatable way. 

 Beyond the program, we were grateful to gather once again around the table and 
share a meal together as a community. A huge thank you to our amazing cooks, lead-
ers, and volunteers who helped serve dinner, clean up, and pass out food baskets to 
our families. We couldn’t do this without you, and we are so thankful for every hand 
that served. Tune in next month to see how our final seasonal event goes and some 
more exciting updates! 

 



Page 6 

SPOTLIGHTS 
STAFF: Tracy 

We’re excited to highlight Tracy as this month’s Staff Spotlight! 
Since joining our team, Tracy has been a true blessing to our 
building and center community. She goes above and beyond to 
keep our space clean, welcoming, and calm, ensuring our students 
feel safe and cared for each day. 
Outside of work, Tracy loves all things old—especially antiques—
and spends much of her time running a booth at Glendy’s Up-
town Mall or hunting for new finds. When she’s not antiquing, 
she’s likely deep cleaning or being held hostage by her cat for 
mandatory cuddles. 
Though Tracy hasn’t been with us for a full year yet, her impact 
is already clear. From tackling overlooked messes to saving and 
hanging up students’ forgotten artwork and greeting everyone 
with a warm smile, she has quickly become a valued part of our 

center family. We’re incredibly grateful for Tracy’s heart for our (old) building, our 
mission, and our students—and even more thankful God led her to us! 
VOLUNTEER: Shannon 
Shannon was introduced to the pantry through a current volunteer she met while at-
tending OLLI at ISU. She has been volunteering with us on and off for the past two 
years and has become a valued part of our pantry team! When asked about her favor-
ite part of volunteering, Shannon shared that she enjoys helping prepare food bags for 
those in need, explaining that “we all need food whether we can afford it or not.” Her 
heart for serving others is evident in the care she 
puts into every bag she helps prepare.                                                     
Outside of volunteering, Shannon is married to her 
best friend and has two children and two grand-
children. While she says she doesn’t have many hob-
bies, she treasures spending time with her “little old 
friend,” a 100-year-old woman she describes as be-
ing like another grandma to her. And one fun fact 
about Shannon, she has a strong love for chocolate, 
especially peanut butter chocolate! 
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ROOM: Gym 
This month, we’re highlighting one of the busiest—and loudest—spaces in our building: 
the gymnasium. 

Our gym is a critical part of daily life here. It’s where students are served meals and 
where they burn off energy through recreational activities. During the school year, stu-
dents receive a snack upon arrival and dinner before departure; in the summer, they are 
served breakfast and lunch. The layout allows us to use half the gym for meals while the 
other half remains open for play, making it an incredibly versatile and well-used space. 

The gym is also where we host seasonal family events, often centered around shared 
meals. Having the ability to expand table setups and welcome larger groups of students 
and families is a huge blessing for our community. 

Because of how heavily this space is used, the walls—especially around the basketball 
hoop—have taken a beating. The paint has chipped quickly over the years and is in need 
of serious attention. We are currently looking for an individual, group, or busi-
ness who would be willing to donate time, materials, or expertise to repaint our 
gym walls and help bring new life to this well-loved space. 
A fresh coat of paint would go a long way in making the gym feel welcoming again for 
our students and families. If 
you or someone you know 
may be able to help, we 
would be incredibly grateful. 

 

In the ovals, 
you can see big 
and small chips 

in the paint. 



Here are some more ways you can help out the Center: 

Wills and Bequests—Gifts will be invested to insure quality services 
for youth in the future. Gifts can last a lifetime. Please consider us when 

making your final requests. 

Memorial/Honor Gifts—Gifts made in memory of a deceased loved 

one or in honor of a family member or friend. 

Miranda Harper Scholarship– Donations can be made to our Scholar-

ship fund to help our students with college expenses. 

In-kind Gifts—Gifts such as clothing, toiletries and household items can 

also be donated. For current list of needs, see pages 3 and 4. 

Monetary Donations—Checks made payable to: 14th and Chestnut 

Community Center, 1403 Chestnut St., Terre Haute, IN 47807. 

Endowment Fund—If you would like to contribute to our Endowment 
Fund through the Wabash Valley Community Foundation, contact the 

Center at 812-232-3126. 

Kroger Community Rewards- go online to krogercommuni-

tyrewards.com and register your Kroger Plus card with our organization. 

14th and Chestnut  

Community Center 

1403 Chestnut St. 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 

812-232-3126 

Summer Program 

Monday—Friday 

9:00 am—1:30 pm 

Breakfast served at 9:00 am 

Lunch served at 1:00 pm 

Food Pantry 

Tuesdays 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

Executive Director 

Connor Scanlon 

Director of Operations 

Karsen Boyce 

Director of Programming 

Laresha Johnson 

Help make a Difference in a Child’s Life 

14thandchestnut.weebly.com 

You can also Like and Follow us on 
Facebook! 

14th & Chestnut Community Center 

1403 Chestnut Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 
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