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THE 14TH AND CHESTNUT COMMUNITY CENTER'S MISSION IS TO BE A PARTNER WITH AND PROVIDE 
MINISTRY TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND THE CENTER IN ORDER TO ASSIST WITH A VARIETY OF 

SPIRITUAL, PHYSICAL, AND EDUCATIONAL NEEDS. 
Visit our Website: 14thandchestnut.weebly.com  

Find us on Facebook: 14th and Chestnut Community Center 

Inside this Issue: 

News Around the Corner 
NOVEMBER 2025 

Verse of the Month: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks 

in all circumstances; for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus. 

SAVE THE DATE 
Gifts From the Heart 

Baquet 

APRIL 14, 2026 

Barrel Locations 
Each year around this time of year, we partner with local 
businesses to host a barrel with student wish lists for peo-
ple in the community to choose a student or multiple stu-
dents to sponsor a few gifts for their Christmas. If you 

are interested in being a student sponsor you can find a 
barrel at one of the locations below! 

South Kroger~ Saratoga~ Terminal~ YMCA~ Terre Haute 
Church of God~ All 4 Starbucks Locations~ Sycamore 
Country Club~ Rick’s Smokehouse~ 5/3 Bank on Poplar 
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Page 3  Holiday Giving at 14th and Chestnut 

The holiday season is among us! Many of us already have plans for family meals, purchas-
ing Christmas gifts, decorating our homes, and preparing to gather with loved ones. This 
is a season of gratitude, joy, and reflection on all that God has done for us! 

At 14th and Chestnut, we have also been in full preparation, not just for celebrations, but 
to serve. Each year, we support more than 50 families whose children regularly attend our 
programs. The next family program is for Christmas and we plan on giving out 75 food 
baskets. We are also doing our annual Christmas gift sponsorship for each student to re-
ceive gifts. 

For families facing financial hardship, the holidays can bring more stress than joy. But 
we try to help ease that burden and share the love and hope of Jesus in a couple of tan-
gible ways.  

Below is a list of food items we’re collecting for 75 baskets. You can help by: assembling a 
full basket or donating one or two items in bulk. 

Other ways you can help this season: 

• Sponsoring a family for Christmas 

• Donating gifts for students (K-12) 

• Giving a monetary gift to help with heating our building this winter 

Every contribution, large or small, helps us keep our doors open and continue offering a 
safe, warm space for our kids after school and a brighter holiday season for their fami-

lies. To get involved, call us at (812) 232-3126. Thank you for being a vital part of this mis-
sion and for making a difference in the lives of our students. 

Items needed to fill One Holiday Food Basket 

2 cans of corn    1 cake mix 

2 cans of green beans   1 can of frosting 

2 boxes mac & cheese   1 can of pumpkin 

1 box stuffing    1 can of pie filling 

1 can sweet potatoes   1 can evaporated milk 

1 can/jar of gravy   1 can cranberry sauce 

1 package of dinner rolls  2 pie crusts 

1 box instant mashed potatoes 1 foil roasting pan 

Bring non-meat items to 14th and Chestnut by Thursday, December 4, 2025 

Contact Connor Scanlon or Laresha Johnson with donation commitments. 

Call: 812-232-3126, or email: reshajohnson99@outlook.com 
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THE NEED IS REAL — WILL YOU BE A CHRISTMAS SPONSOR? 
 The school year is well underway, and the holiday season is fast approaching. As 
we prepare to celebrate with our own families, we’re reaching out once again to ask for 
your help in making Christmas possible for families right here in our community. 

 At 14th & Chestnut, we often serve children and families who are struggling with 
real and ongoing needs. I visit their homes. I talk with parents. I see their struggles 
firsthand — families doing their best, but still falling short on life’s basic necessities. 
For many of them, Christmas is simply out of reach. 

 Each year, we ask businesses, churches, and caring individuals to step in and spon-
sor families for Christmas. This isn’t about toys or wrapping paper — it’s about showing 
God’s unconditional love to those who need it most. Without your help, many of our 
children will wake up to a silent Christmas morning. 

 These are families of three or more, many of whom have lost jobs or stability due 
to the economy, health issues, and various other circumstances. Sadly, even some past 
donors now find themselves in need. The need is great and unfortunately, has not 
stopped growing. 

 As someone who grew up in a home just like the ones we now serve, I know the 
heartache of going without. It’s a pain no child should carry. That’s why I believe, more 
than ever, it takes a community to raise a child — and you are part of that community. 

 We are asking you to sponsor a family for Christmas. Your support will bring joy, 
dignity, and hope into a home that may otherwise go without. If you're willing to spon-
sor a family — or want more information — please reach out: 

• 14th & Chestnut Community Center: (812) 232-3126 

• Email: godschild20042004@yahoo.com 

 Together, we can remind these families that they are seen, valued, and deeply 
loved. Please join us in bringing joy to the homes of our children this Christmas. 

 

 In His Service, 

 Jeanie Edinburgh 
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PANTRY SPOTLIGHT 
 We’re excited to share that our pantry received a new walk-in 

refrigerator and freezer, made possible through a grant from the 
United Way of Wabash Valley! This incredible addition has al-
ready made a huge difference, allowing us to safely store more 

fresh and frozen foods for the families we serve each week! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to meet growing community needs, our pantry shelves 
could still use a little extra help! We’re currently in need of canned 
vegetables (like green beans, corn, sliced potatoes, and carrots), as 
well as dry goods such as cereal, instant or scalloped potatoes, mac 

& cheese, instant rice, and hamburger helper. 

We’re also accepting hygiene items, including toothbrushes and 
toothpaste, body wash or bar soap, shampoo and conditioner, and 

deodorant. 
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SCHOOL YEAR AND S.T.E.A.M. UPDATE 
  

 This school year, our theme has been The Fruits of the Spirit, focusing on Gala-

tians 5:22–23. Each week, we explored a different fruit of the Spirit and discussed how 

these qualities can grow through an intentional relationship with Christ and thought-

ful daily choices. As a team, we challenged ourselves to be more purposeful with the 

time we spend with the children at the center. 

 Two key ways we’ve done this include consistently integrating S.T.E.A.M. through 

our first-ever school-year S.T.E.A.M. Challenges, and reimagining our Chapel experience. 

Our S.T.E.A.M. Challenges are modeled after our summer format and have encouraged 

creativity and problem-solving through hands-on activities like making their own Play-

Doh and comparing them, natural disaster house simulations, and are in the process of 

completing our art challenge— check in next month to see the results! 

 We also restructured Chapel time to include large groups on Mondays, Wednes-

days, and Fridays, and smaller groups on Tuesdays and Thursdays. This simple shift has 

led to deeper, age-appropriate conversations and greater engagement. Some of the 

most rewarding moments have been witnessing children and staff actively participate, 

ask meaningful questions, and engage in prayer activities designed to help them com-

municate with Christ more intentionally. 
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Here are some more ways you can help out the Center: 

Wills and Bequests—Gifts will be invested to insure quality services 
for youth in the future. Gifts can last a lifetime. Please consider us when 

making your final requests. 

Memorial/Honor Gifts—Gifts made in memory of a deceased loved 

one or in honor of a family member or friend. 

Miranda Harper Scholarship– Donations can be made to our Scholar-

ship fund to help our students with college expenses. 

In-kind Gifts—Gifts such as clothing, toiletries and household items can 

also be donated. For current list of needs, see pages 3 and 4. 

Monetary Donations—Checks made payable to: 14th and Chestnut 

Community Center, 1403 Chestnut St., Terre Haute, IN 47807. 

Endowment Fund—If you would like to contribute to our Endowment 
Fund through the Wabash Valley Community Foundation, contact the 

Center at 812-232-3126. 

Kroger Community Rewards- go online to krogercommuni-

tyrewards.com and register your Kroger Plus card with our organization. 

14th and Chestnut  

Community Center 

1403 Chestnut St. 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 

812-232-3126 

Summer Program 

Monday—Friday 

9:00 am—1:30 pm 

Breakfast served at 9:00 am 

Lunch served at 1:00 pm 

Food Pantry 

Tuesdays 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

Executive Director 

Connor Scanlon 

Director of Operations 

Karsen Boyce 

Director of Programming 

Laresha Johnson 

Help make a Difference in a Child’s Life 

14thandchestnut.weebly.com 

You can also Like and Follow us on 

Facebook! 

14th & Chestnut Community Center 

1403 Chestnut Street 

Terre Haute, IN 47807 
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